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its vicinity. But this argument invites the
obvious retort that both Aryans and
Mohammedans, invading India as they did
from the north-west, naturally fixed their
capital where they were strongest. The
English, on the contrary, came from the
sea, and the sea is our natural strategic
base. Moreover, since those times the
whole social structure has changed. The
centres of trade, of civilization, and of
enlightenment lie, not in the remote in-
terior but in the great seaports. It is
just this fact which constitutes the decisive
argument against the Delhi site. Spend-
ing as it does the greater portion of the
year at Simla, the Government of India
did live some time, if only a meagre
five months, at Calcutta, where it came
into bracing contact with non-official
opinion both native and European. Such
contact,, however distasteful to the official
mind, is in reality the most wholesome of
medicines, All this will now be changed.
The purely official environment at Simla
will merely alternate with one a little less
so at Delhi. The Government of India must